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MEDIA RELEASE
EVERYTHING FROM TENNIS COURTS TO CHICKEN SOUP
By Maribeth Dwyer 
University Relations 
University of Montana
Curfews and dress codes on college campuses have gone the way of saddle 
shoes and beanies. Universities no longer stand "in place of parents," setting 
and enforcing standards of conduct. Yet, no mother hen is more 
solicitous of her brood than the University of Montana.
The University's Auxiliary Services looks out for the welfare of students, 
seeing to it that they have the best in food, shelter, medical care, recreation 
and whatever else they need to be happy, healthy and productive.
Auxiliary Services, with an annual budget of $10 million, operates virtually 
without tax money, financing its programs with student fees and income from its 
facilities and services.
The multifaceted organization employs nine directors, 198 regular employees 
and 718 students. These 925 men and women run 11 dormitories, which can accommodate 
3,274 residents; 394 family housing units for married students or single parents; 
two food services, which serve over a million meals a year; a print shop; the 
University Center; and eight recreational facilities, including tennis courts, 
a golf course, two playing fields and a swimming pool.
George Mitchell, director of Auxiliary Services, says it is nearly unique 
in the extent to which it uses student employees.
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For example, he points out that the residence halls are actually run by 80 
students who serve as head residents and resident assistants. Students are also 
hired as weekend custodians and night-desk attendants.
"In fact," says Mitchell, "except for a director and an assistant director, 
the only residence halls employees who are not students are nine clerical workers, 
24 custodians and a maintenance staff consisting of a plumber, a carpenter and a 
half-time laundry maintenance man."
Students also play a big part in helping fellow students stave off starvation. 
The food service for dormitory residents, which serves 5,500 meals a day in two 
dining rooms in the Lodge, employs about 275 part-time student workers to aid 36 
highly skilled full-time staffers. Students also work in a variety of jobs in 
the two cafeterias in the University Center across campus.
Thomas Hayes, director of housing and residential food service, says,
"Student employees are simply indispensable to our operation."
Even students who are well housed and well fed sometimes require medical 
attention--and the scope and quality of the health care they receive at UM is 
matched by very few schools in the western United States.
Dr. Robert B. Curry, director of the Student Health Service at UM, notes that 
board-certified specialists in private practice in Missoula, a regional medical 
center, serve as consultants in the health service. These physicians give weekly 
clinics at UM in psychiatry, dermatology, orthopedics and gynocology. The 
consultant staff also includes podiatrists, radiologists and pathologists.
The health service operates a 16-bed in-patient clinic, w'th nurses on duty 
around the clock and a physician always on call.
An out-patient clinic offers students unlimited consultation with doctors 
for diagnosis of illness and provides such services as minor surgery, setting of 
fractures and immunizations. The clinic is staffed to handle emergencies at any 
hour of the day or night.
(more)
Concerned with mental and emotional as well as physical soundness, the health 
service provides group and individual therapy, marriage counseling, and alcohol 
and drug counseling. A student walk-in, open 24 hours a day, is staffed by 
students trained to listen to their peers who have problems and, if need be, visit 
them at their residences.
In caring for the student from head to toe, the health service also operates 
a dental clinic and an orthotic clinic laboratory. The latter makes and fits 
foot molds and devices to correct joint and muscle problems.
The UM student has access to all this T.L.C. for a quarterly fee of $29.
Auxiliary Services tends to students’ basic needs for food, shelter and 
health care--and does more besides.
As director of Auxiliary Services, Mitchell also administers printing services, 
including printing and reprographics departments and a copy center, which are 
directed by A1 Madison, and the University Center (UC), which is directed by 
Ray Chapman.
The hub of campus activities, the UC houses student government offices, the 
student bookstore, graphics design services, an art gallery, a food service and 
a recreational center.
Most benefits bestowed by Auxiliary Services go unnoticed and unsung beyond 
the campus--but the UC's programs and facilities are a magnet for the University 
community and the general public alike. Pulsating with life, the UC brings 
people of all ages and interests together in soul-satisfying ways.
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